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Getting great grades in academics has its benefits but it is also often challenging to please the teacher. You 

may be able to find a great job and gain enough knowledge to make a name for yourself. Each assignment 
carries a certain weightage and it must be written properly. Essays are quite common in academics. There 
are many different kinds of essays and each essay is required to be based on certain rules. These rules help 
separate the assignments into various types. Two prominent types of essays that are often written by 
an essay writer are the personal essay and a short story. Since these essays often have overlapping parts, it 
can be difficult to differentiate them. You must know the difference between the two in order to do justice to 
them. Here is what you need to know about the two. 

 

 

Difference Between Personal Essay and Short Story 

 

Firstly, the personal essay falls under normal academic writing mainly based on a personal narrative. 
Whereas, a short story can be considered a creative writing assignment where you have to use your 
imagination to craft a story based on the information provided. 

 
 

Both writing assignments can be considered as stories. However, the look and feel of a personal essay is 
much more formal as it has to fall under the regular essay writing domain. However, short stories can 
include different aspects, mainly dialogues that can make them much more informal than a regular essay. 
The writers at an essay writing service know all these details pretty well. You must consult them to get some 
pointers in case you are stuck. 

 
 

The short stories are often based on fiction. They contain content that may not be possible in real life such 
as supernatural phenomena or sci-fi. Personal essays on the other hand are much more unique in a scene 
that are autobiographical in nature. All the details covered in it are something that the writer has gone 
through or witnessed in their lives. 
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A personal essay has to follow the traditional aspects of an essay such as an introduction, body paragraphs, 
and then the conclusion and may also include a thesis. This may be due to a lesson that the writer might try 
to give to the readers. A short story follows its own set of rules such as the use of theme within the writing, 
plot, climax, etc.  

 
 

In a personal essay, there is often no character development. There are characters but they are really given 
little spotlight throughout the essay and the main focus is on the actual narrative being told. On the other 
hand, a short story can introduce characters and involve them centrally within the story to create an impact. 

 
 

A short story can fit in multiple genres and must be written according to it. It could be a horror story, fiction, 
sci-fi. The personal essay however is a lot more restricted in terms of the genre it belongs to. There is little 
variation involved within it. 

 
 

Whenever trying to identify one from the other, the one question that you should always ask yourself is does 
the sequence of events involve me. If it does, there is a greater chance that the writing could be a personal 

essay. On the other hand, if it is fiction, or even real but given a make-over, it would be considered as a 
short story. 

 
 

A personal essay can be really vast if deemed necessary. It can include various details and the possibilities 
are endless. A short story has to be confined within a genre and it is much more restricted and confined due 
to the plot that has been created. 

 
 

While both the essay and story demand care, you must know that creative writing for the story might be 
more difficult to write as compared to a personal essay. You have to craft a story that is quite unique and 
stands out from the rest. I personally would definitely have an expert review my work when I write my 
essay as the  guidance from an expert can be really valuable and has helped me improve my expression. 
You can also seek guidance to improve your expression. 

 
 

 

There you have all the details that you need to know about the difference between two types of essay 
writing. In order to succeed, it is really important to be creative and incorporate this into both to make a 
lasting impression. Otherwise, there can be lackluster outcomes as both the writings can be extremely bland 
or they can make you a star and that is what you have to work on. Since it is based entirely on your own 
thinking, you can manage it by making it unique in a way that it seems almost unmatchable to anything 
else. 
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You must practice and try to hone your abilities. There are supporting elements of writing that can help you 
be a better writer. You must focus on rhetorical devices, tone, language, and all these details so that you do 
not falter when it is time to write the final draft. Cohesion is the key in both of these writing types, and 
everything must follow in a seamless pattern. Proofreading plays an extremely vital role here and you must 
give time and effort to improving the various drafts you shall make. Remember, making a great impact on 
the instructor is the key and you never want to give up this chance. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Related Question: 

  

Can I Get Caught Using an Essay Writing Service Online? Read On 

Can I Pay an Essay Writer Online? 

Can I Pay an Essay Writer to Do My Essay? 

Can I Pay Someone to Write My Essay for Me Fast? 

Can I Use a Paper Writing Service for Free? 

  

  

For More information: 
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